The Robert Stobie Spectrograph is currently the prime spectroscopic instrument on the 11m Southern African Large Telescope (SALT), which is now in commissioning. The current visible beam of RSS was designed with spectropolarimetric versions of all its modes, imaging, grating spectroscopy (with Multi Object Spectroscopy capability) from 3200 to 9000 Å, and Fabry-Perot Spectroscopy from 4300 to 9000 Å, with spectral resolution up to R = 10000. The polarimetric field of view is 4 × 8 arcmin. The instrument was designed with an upgrade path leading to a simultaneous Near InfraRed beam (out to 1.7μ), now in development, which will duplicate the spectropolarimetric modes in the NIR. We will describe results from early polarimetric commissioning of the visible beam. 
THE ROBERT STOBIE SPECTROGRAPH COMMISSIONING

T Pyxidis: a convenient Commissioning Lamp
The Robert Stobie Spectrograph (RSS) 1 is an imaging spectrograph designed to occupy the Prime Focus Instrument Package of the Southern African Large Telescope (SALT) 2 .
The optical design of RSS 3 features -spectral range 320 -900 nm -all-refractive collimator and camera using fused silica, CaF 2 and NaCl elements -collimated beam diameter of 150 mm and field of view of eight arcmin -low to medium resolution grating spectroscopy using one conventional and five Volume Phase Holographic (VPH) transmission gratings -an articulating camera giving resolution R = 500 -5500 (1.2" slit) and R up to 11,000 (0.6" slit) -a dual etalon Fabry-Perot mode for R = 320 -9000 over the full FOV for wavelengths 450 -900 nm -A simultaneous NIR beam for 900 nm -1.7 microns, with the fold flat replaced by a dichroic, and which duplicates all the visible modes, is under development 5 -spectropolarimetry 4 for both grating and Fabry-Perot modes, using rotating quarter-and halfwaveplates near the telescope focal plane and a calcite mosaic beamsplitter in the collimated space. Status: -Some commissioning of all these modes was done during one week in 2006 6 . -To correct spectrograph UV throughout problems and telescope imaging problems, it was off line until re-commissioning of the telescope and spectrograph in Mar-June 2011. -Re-commissioning of the grating spectropolarimetry mode (including UV performance ) is now in progress, with data now taken for linear polarization efficiency, position angle, instrumental polarization (unpolarized standard), and absolute position angle.
POLARIMETRIC OPTICS
WAVEPLATES
BEAMSPLITTER
Prospects -Grating spectropolarimetry: We expect commissioning to be complete by September 2011, and SALT will then be able to issue a announcement of opportunity for this mode. -Imaging, Fabry Perot. At best, end of 2011.
Instrumental polarization effects that need to be understood: -Position in the field of view, and on the position of the telescope tracker.
-Grating polarimetric properties.
-Effect of slit on pupil uniformity (compare slitless with slit-limited polarimetry).
Later polarimetric modes: -Circular and All-Stokes polarimetry with quarter-wave/ halfwave plate combination.
-High Speed spectropolarimetry (up to 10 Hz) using detector fast readout modes.
-Drift imaging spectropolarimetry.
The rotating waveplate subsystem consists of two slides, a halfwave plate slide and a quarterwave plate slide, together with plane-parallel windows when not in use (the waveplates are in the diverging beam of the collimator, requiring focus compensation). The polarizing beamsplitter consists of a 3x3 mosaic of calcite Wollaston prisms, each 62 x 73 x 25 mm, mounted in a slide just before the first element of the camera, so that it articulates with the camera.
-When the beamsplitter is inserted, the collimated beam is split perpendicular to the grating dispersion direction into two beams with polarization parallel and perpendicular to the articulation axis of the camera, with a separation of 5 degrees, which projects to four arcminutes on sky. -The two prism wedges of each Wollaston mosaic element are lens fluid coupled, both to reduce ghost images at the prism interface and to allow for coalignment of the mosaic by adjusting the fluid wedges individually until the mosaic lines up. -The calcite is UV grade Mexican material, with internal transmission at 3200 Ang > 65%. 
